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like cells arranged concentrically around a mass of granulai
cells.

Many functions have been attributed to the thymus. Though
proof is lacking, it is concerned in all probability with the
production of lymphocytes. The structure of the cortical por-
tion of the organ suggests such a function. Several endocrine
functions at one time or another have been attributed to it, but
most of the theories which have been advanced are based more
upon conjecture than upon fact.

Fig, 10-47 Diagram to
show position of the pin-
eal gland, r, cerebral
hemisphere; a, corpus cal-
losum; 3, pineal; 4, 3rd
ventricle of the brain; 5,
optic chiasma; 6, pitui-
tary; 7, pons; 8, midbrain.

The Pineal Body
The pineal is a small body lying deep in the brain under the
shelter of the posterior extremity of the corpus callosum (p. 584;
see also Fig. 10-47). Though its structure suggests the possibil-
ity that is serves some endocrine function there is no reliable
evidence that such is the case.